Risk Assessment – Human Gyroscope Hire (HSE/AAIAC Style)
Activity Description
Delivery, setup, supervised operation, participant loading/unloading and dismantling of a Human Gyroscope amusement activity for temporary hire at events.
Persons at Risk
Staff, ride operators, participants, spectators, hirers and members of the public.
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Initial Risk
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Manual handling of gyroscope and equipment
	Staff
	Medium
	Use safe lifting techniques and team lifts/mechanical aids where required; secure the gyroscope, frame and accessories during transport, setup and dismantling.
	Low

	Gyroscope instability / incorrect setup
	Participants/Spectators
	High
	Set up on suitable firm, level ground; assemble and secure in accordance with manufacturer instructions; complete pre-use inspection before operation.
	Low

	Participant falling / loss of balance
	Participants
	High
	Use the manufacturer's approved restraint/harness system; check participant is correctly secured; operate within specified limits; competent supervision throughout.
	Low

	Hair entrapment in rotating equipment
	Participants/Staff
	High
	Long hair must be securely tied back and kept clear of all moving parts; loose clothing, scarves, jewellery and other items that could become caught must be removed or secured. Stop the ride immediately if hair or clothing becomes caught. Do not operate until the participant is safely released and the equipment is checked.
	Low

	Clothing / loose items becoming entangled
	Participants
	High
	Check clothing, footwear, jewellery and personal items before entry; secure or remove anything that could catch in moving parts; keep hands and body clear of mechanisms.
	Low

	Collision with gyroscope/frame
	Participants
	High
	Maintain required clearance and exclusion zone; prohibit spectators entering the operating area; supervise continuously.
	Low

	Incorrect use / deliberate misuse
	Participants
	High
	Provide a clear safety briefing; prohibit climbing onto the frame, standing, unsafe movement or interference with restraints and controls.
	Low

	Mechanical / restraint failure
	Participants
	High
	Inspect frame, bearings, restraints, harnesses, locking mechanisms and safety devices before each use; remove defective equipment from service.
	Low

	Unsuitable participant age / size / ability
	Participants
	High
	Apply manufacturer's age, height, weight and ability restrictions; assess suitability before participation.
	Low

	Trips / slips around ride
	All
	Medium
	Maintain clean, dry and unobstructed access and operating areas; control queues and keep loose equipment away from walkways.
	Low

	Overcrowding / spectator access
	Participants/Spectators
	Medium
	Control participant numbers and queues; maintain a clearly defined operating and spectator exclusion area.
	Low

	Unexpected movement / excessive rotation
	Participants
	High
	Operate only within manufacturer's speed and movement limits; competent operator controls the ride and stops it if abnormal movement occurs.
	Low

	Weather / outdoor conditions
	All
	High
	Follow manufacturer's weather and wind limits; secure equipment correctly; stop operation in unsuitable conditions.
	Low

	Emergency stop / participant evacuation
	All
	High
	Operator trained in emergency stop and release procedures; keep emergency access clear; follow manufacturer's emergency procedure.
	Low

	Emergency access obstructed
	All
	Medium
	Position the gyroscope so emergency routes, exits and venue access remain clear at all times.
	Low


Operational Controls
Set up the Human Gyroscope on suitable firm, level ground with adequate clearance and a controlled exclusion zone.
Complete documented pre-use checks of the frame, rotating mechanisms, restraints/harness, locking systems and safety devices.
Check participant age, height, weight and suitability before fitting the restraint/harness.
Secure long hair and remove or secure loose clothing, scarves, jewellery and personal items before operation.
Give a clear safety briefing and maintain competent active supervision throughout the ride.
Operate only within the manufacturer's specified capacity, speed and operating limits; stop immediately if any unsafe condition develops.
Emergency Procedures
Stop the Human Gyroscope immediately following any incident, equipment fault or unsafe condition.
Use the manufacturer's emergency stop, release and participant evacuation procedure.
If hair, clothing or an item becomes entangled, stop movement immediately and do not restart until the participant is safely released and the equipment has been checked.
Provide first aid where required and contact emergency services if necessary.
Isolate defective equipment and record all accidents, incidents and near misses.
Inspection Checklist
Frame, rotating components, bearings and structural parts secure and free from damage.
Restraints/harnesses, locks and participant securing systems checked and functioning.
Emergency stop and safety devices checked before operation.
Hair, clothing, jewellery and loose-item entrapment risks controlled before every ride.
Operating area, exclusion zone and emergency access clear.
Participant restrictions and operating limits clearly established.
Training Requirements
Operators trained and competent in Human Gyroscope operation, pre-use inspection, restraint/harness checks, hair and clothing entrapment prevention, participant briefing, supervision, emergency stop/evacuation procedures, manufacturer operating limits and incident reporting.
